SILS2006 English Writing

Question 2006

In recent years Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEX) has
been encouraging public elementary schools to provide English conversation lessons during the periods
devoted to General Studies. This had to widespread discussion on concerning whether English should
be made a compulsory subject at the elementary level. What is YOUR opinion?

Do you think that English should be made a compulsory subject from the first grade of elementary
school in Japan?

Or, do you think that English should not be taught in elementary school at all?

Or, is your opinion somewhere between these two Extremes?

Write a paragraph defending ONE of these three positions, giving at least one appropriate reason to

support your opinion.

Answer:

| think English should be taught to every grade-student in elementary school, -B because
Japanese isn't so difficult alanguage when compared to Chinese or French, —which children
therewhere these languages are spoken have to learn the mother tongue’ s vocabulary in

elementary school. Almost all children can write and speak by elementary school age.
SeTherefore, | don't think they’re at a bad age to absorb another language. In addition to this
reason, | feel that this has-geod-effectis beneficial according to my real experience. My brother,
who isin the 4th grade, has |earned English frem-since the 1st grade at school and now he can
express easyhis feelings easily and explain thehis thoughtsin English. SeThus, in the-
viewbecause of my-of-my real experience, | also strongly believe that English should be taught
from an early age.
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Thisis adifficult and controversial topic because what children should be taught in the early stages
of their education is critica. | believe that children should learn English from the first grade of
elementary school as a compulsory subject. English is a de facto international language and it will
take long time for Japanese students to learn it. By starting from the first grade, children can learn
English more naturally and efficiently. Because of the current ambiguous standards of English class,
some schools are offering these classes, and some aren't. As a result, not every child can learn
English, and aso the quality and content of classes differs. By making English classes standardized,
schools can offer formal and decent classes of English. On the other hand, we need to take into
account the balance between English classes and current classes. In addition, longer prospects and
continual efforts are required to sustain those classes because learning a language is a long and

difficult process.

2
| agree with the opinion that English should be taught from the first grade of elementary school in
Japan, but only on the condition that the students would not be graded or have to take any exams for
it.

English is of course becoming more and more important in the world today and, as studies show,
the earlier children begin studying it, the easier it is. However, students today aready have many
subjects to study, and it would be too much for them to study English as well. Also, | believe that if
they were made to study English, they would just hate it. Therefore, | think it would be ideal if they

could have an opportunity to learn English just for fun.

3

I think that English should not be taught in elementary schools at al. It is true that English is taught
in elementary school in many countries, but in Japan there is no need to do so. There are two
reasons. one is that in elementary school we should learn the skills of speaking, thinking, writing,
and reading in Japanese. For kids to have to study English would only make things confusing. The
other reason is that, under the current circumstances, some Japanese people certainly have adequate

English skills to make themselves understood in the language to foreigners.



