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The lecture concerns Ichikawa Fusae, who was one of the leaders of the campaign for the political

rights of women in modern Japan.

Good afternoon, and welcome once again to my series of talks on "Great Japanese Women of the
Twentieth Century." Today's lecture concerns Ichikawa Fusae, one of the leaders of the Japanese
women's suffrage movement - that is, the campaign for a woman's right to vote in public elections
and to run for public office. Following the format of the previous three lectures in the series, before
discussing the different aspects of Ichikawa's contribution to Japanese society, | will offer a brief
account of her life.

Ichikawa Fusae was born in 1893 in Aichi Prefecture. At the age of twenty she graduated from a
women's high school in Nagoya, and began working as an instructor in an elementary school. In
1917, she became the first woman to be employed as a reporter on the local daily newspaper, the
Nagoya Shimbun. Her concern with the rights of women brought her into contact with Hiratsuka
Raicho and Oku Mumeo, both feminists educated at Japan Women's University. Together these three
helped to found the New Woman's Association, at the beginning of 1920. In 1922, the association
achieved a major success with the repeal of the 1890 order preventing women's participation in
political activities.

In December 1924, after a lengthy visit to the USA to meet the leaders of the American women's
suffrage movement, Ichikawa was instrumental in founding Japan's own Women's Suffrage League.
For the next sixteen years, she led the uphill struggle to persuade liberal male politicians to support
legislation giving women political rights. These activities came to an abrupt halt in October 1940
when, along with other progressive organizations, the League was suppressed by right-wing military
leaders. It was thus not until after the end of the war, under the Allied occupation, that Ichikawa's
efforts bore fruit. On 17 December 1945, a law was passed that granted women the right to vote for
and serve in the Japanese Diet - though at this stage in the House of Representatives only.

The first elections were held under the new law on 10 April 1946, but Ichikawa Fusae was not one

of the thirty-nine women elected to the House of Representatives on that occasion. Rather, she
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devoted much of her time to the Japanese League of Women Voters, founded in 1945, and to the
Women's Suffrage Center, a research institute designed to increase women's political consciousness.
This work contributed to the eventual achievement of full political rights for women, through the
Public Office Election Law of 1950. In 1953, Ichikawa was elected to the House of Councilors from
the Tokyo District, and repeated her success in both 1959 and 1965. On these and subsequent
occasions she was not affiliated with any political party but stood as an independent. During this
period she fought not only for improvements in the social status of women both within Japan and
overseas, but also against political corruption. In 1974 and again in 1980, she was elected to the
House of Councilors from the national constituency, on the second occasion with the highest number
of votes. However, she died the following year at the age of 87.

Ichikawa's contribution to the achievement of social equality in Japan can be discussed under

three heads. First of all...
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Vocabulary

<1st Paragraph>
suffrage ()
run for

public office

brief account

<2nd Paragraph>
Japan Women's University 1901
repeal ( )

<3rd Paragraph>

lengthy ( )
uphill ()

® 1945
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struggle ( )
persuade ( )

liberal ( )
legislation ( )
abrupt ( )

halt ()
progressive ()

suppress  ( )
the House of Representatives the House of Councilors

<4th Paragraph>
consciousness ()
Women's Suffrage Center
affiliated with

affiliate affiliate advertising
independent

corruption ()

Outline
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1940
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1924 1940 16
C 16 16
POINT
No.6 - C
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1953 C 1953
No.7 - E
A B C D E
E
No.8 - D
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Part 4

Script in English
The program is called Junior Masterbrain, and there are two contestants, a girl called Abigail and a
boy called Brian.
[Theme Music]
Quizmaster: Welcome back to the grand final of this year's Junior Masterbrain. Our two contestants
- Abigail Archer, of Newbury High, and Brian Beecham, of Oldham Secondary - stand neck and
neck. After the preliminary rounds on their chosen Specialist Subjects, Abigail and Brian have
scored 16 points each. So everything depends on how they do in the final round of General
Knowledge questions. Remember that the rules are a little different here. Each contestant is asked
only five questions. If you answer a question correctly, you earn two points. If you answer
incorrectly, you lose one point. If you are uncertain of the answer and wish to "pass," you gain
nothing and lose nothing. ... So let's get straight on to the final round, starting with you, Abigail. Are
you nervous?
Abigail(girl's voice): Yes, extremely nervous!
Quizmaster: Here is your first question. Which Oxford scholar and novelist created the characters
called Bilbo Baggins and Gandalf?
Abigail: | know. It's J.R.R. Tolkien, the author of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
Quizmaster: Correct for two points. What is the name of America's oldest university, situated near
Boston, Massachusetts?
Abigail: I'm not sure . . . pass.
Quizmaster: The answer is Harvard University. Which British scientist developed his three laws of
dynamics after, legend has it, he saw an apple fall from a tree? Abigail: Sir Isaac Newton.
Quizmaster: Correct. What is the medical term for the framework of bones which protects the human
brain?
Abigail: Err ... err ... err .. . pass.
Quizmaster: The cranium is the correct answer. Abigail, this is your fifth and final question. The
European Commission and the Council of Ministers for the European Union are based in which city?

Abigail: Is it Brussels in Belgium?
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Quizmaster: Yes, itis. . . . Abigail, you have answered three questions correctly, with two passes, so
you have scored 6 points altogether. That makes a grand total of 22 points.

[Round of Applause]

So Brian, you need to answer at least four questions correctly to become Junior Masterbrain for this
year. How are you feeling?

Brian (boy's voice): Fine, thank you.

Quizmaster: So here is your first question. In Carlo Collodi's story, when the puppet "Pinocchio™ is
not telling the truth, how does he give himself away?

Brian: His nose. It grows longer when he tells a lie.

Quizmaster: Correct for two points. What word for a woman's shoe with a high, tapering heel takes
its name from the Italian for dagger?

Brian: Stilletto heels.

Quizmaster: I'll accept that. Which famous sixteenth-century English seaman sailed around the
world on a ship called the "Golden Hind?"

Brian: Drake. Sir Francis Drake.

Quizmaster: That's correct. With which religion do we associate a seven-branched candlestick,
known as the Menorah?

Brian: Oh, it must be Islam!

Quizmaster: The correct answer is Judaism, so you lose one point. Here is your fifth and final
question, Brian. If you answer it correctly, you win the title of Junior Masterbrain. In the epic poem,
the lliad of Homer, which ancient Greek hero kills Hector?

Brian: Oh, it's either Ajax or Achilles, I'm not sure which. I'll go for Ajax.

Quizmaster: I'm afraid you have picked the wrong one. The correct answer is Achilles. . . . So, Brian
you have answered three correctly and two incorrectly, making four points in all for a grand total of
20 points. If you had passed on the two questions you got wrong, you would have been level with
Abigail and the quiz would have gone to a tie-breaker. Bad luck. ... So -- the title of Junior
Masterbrain for this year goes to Abigail Archer, of Newbury High School. Let's give her a very big
hand.

[Storm of Applause followed by Theme Music]

Script in English
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Quote
John F. Kennedy F 35

"If not us, who? If not now, when?"
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